
styling to sell



the importance 
of styling 
for sale

Property styling can help to generate 
a quicker sale with a higher sale price. 

Whether you engage a professional or have time to style yourself, you will reap the 
rewards of presenting your home in the best possible way. From small props like 
fresh bedding to larger furniture items, getting the right look, the right scale and 
the right style will tell a story the buyers will want to hear.



consider your 
target buyers when 
choosing your style

Before you get excited and hit your 
favourite homewares and decor stores, 
identify your target buyers first.

Does your home – and its location – appeal to investors, professionals, young families 
or downsizers? Buyers are not all looking for the same thing; they have different 
needs and it’s often wise to ref lect these in your property styling. If you are marketing 
to professionals, it could help to dress up that spare nook as an off ice. However, if 
you’re appealing to families, you might be better to present it as a nursery.



de-clutter to de-stress
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Over the course of a lifetime, we 
accumulate a LOT of stuff. Take it upon 
yourself to jettison anything that is not 
functional or sentimental.  

The term “less is more” means that having less of something makes a stronger – and 
more enjoyable – statement than overwhelming the senses with too much all at once. 

Quick tip: We recommend to sort everything into three piles: keep, store and 
donate/throw away. This can be tough, so enlist an honest friend to help separate 
the wheat from the chaff.



keep it l ight
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Steer away from dark colours. As warm 
and interesting as they might be, a 
bright room can instantly open up a 
space and help to create an uplifting 
mood - always a good thing when buyers 
are coming through a home.

Make sure the room is well-lit, moving any obstructions to the f low of natural light 
and investing in good-quality ambient lighting.

Quick tip: If your room appears dark due to its orientation or lack of windows, 
consider the use of a well-placed mirror to better ref lect light into the room.



stay neutral
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Remember the avocado bathroom trend of 
the 70s? Proof right there that it’s usually 
better to stick to a neutral colour palette.

In fact, a neutral colour scheme can give just as much depth and interest as a bright or 
bold one. Neutral colours are calming, easy on the eyes and show off bright accents better. 
You can dress them up for each season, and they never go out of style.

Sticking to a neutral colour palette creates instant cohesion in a space. While the ‘All-White’ 
look is often snubbed for being overly safe, it does give the illusion of a larger space and 
does brighten the home - two qualities that are important when selling a home.



comfort first
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It could be the most beautiful home 
in the world, but if it’s not liveable, 
it’s missed the point.

Even the most modern designs need to be comfortable f irst. Plus, it always looks 
luxurious to layer up plush cushions and throw rugs (throw in a scented candle or 
two and we’re in business). 

Make your home welcoming with soft, warming and soothing elements.

Which of the below would you prefer living in?



de-personalise 
your home
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Property styling aims to have potential 
buyers envision themselves living in 
the home.

What we don’t want is for buyers to walk into a property and see it purely as 
someone else’s home. For this reason, it’s not a bad idea to remove any family 
photographs or that antique cabinet gif ted by your grandmother... as much as 
you might love it. However, in saying this, homes are a lot like people: without a 
personality, they can be dull. So be careful, as it’s a f ine balance to de-personalise 
a space without stripping it down completely.





go green
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The most cost-effective way to accessorise 
any room is to add some greenery.

Try to include a variety of indoor plants as they are a fantastic way to add a fresh look to 
each room of your house. Additionally, the indoor plants can be picked up and moved with 
you to your next home. Don’t look at this as an expense but rather consider it an investment.

A great thing about indoor plants is that they help blur the lines between inside and out, 
making rooms feel larger and fresher at the same time. You can easily enhance the mood 
with an interesting basket or pot, chosen to work with your existing interior - coastal, 
contemporary, heritage - whatever your style might be.



Make a statement by grouping 
similar objects like vases, bottles 
or bowls together.

By doing this, they become a stronger design element as a whole than 
they would be individually.

We suggest to place three or f ive candlesticks (always odd numbers) 
of differing heights in one place. When lit, they become one large light 
feature, creating great ambience.

power in numbers
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our room-to-room 
styling guide:

living room

Allocate a good portion of your budget to your entrance, living, dining and 
entertainment areas. Compose coffee table books on decluttered shelves, decorate 
a side table with f lowers, drape a throw over that scuff mark on your sofa and team 
it with some fresh cushions in your chosen colour scheme. If you have lots of room, 
style your coffee table, or if f loorspace is tight, put it in storage.

If your f loor is in bad nick, you can buy rugs for less than $100. Roll them up after 
each open home and they’ll remain as good as new for every inspection. Woven 
baskets and vintage chests are great styling props for concealing clutter.

dining area

Your dining space and/or kitchen is often where the majority of conversations 
between your real estate agent and potential buyers will take place. Real estate 
agents need ample space to display property brochures and marketing material, 
which will add visual clutter, so less is more.

Take inspiration from this dining area. Instead of complex table settings, the 
chairs denote the number of people who can comfortably eat at the space. 
Aside from the decor and greenery as the centrepiece, the table is basically free 
from embellishment.



the kitchen

Keep the bench as clear as possible, particularly if you have a combined kitchen/
dining/living area. Luxury appliances such as coffee machines evoke an upscale 
ambience, so use these to style your kitchen instead of bringing in extra props.

A bowl of apples or pears can add greenery, or for a pop of colour, use oranges, 
which this kitchen has done to great effect. Strip your cabinets and pantry of 
everything except the bare essentials too – you’ll be surprised at how little you can 
live with.

bedrooms

To arrange your bedroom like a professional property stylist, scatter cushions at 
the head of your bed and perhaps consider a textured throw at the foot of your 
bed. Choose textiles that tie in with your chosen colour palette or style.

Play around with decorating your bedside tables with two or three books, a vase 
of f lowers or greenery, a scented candle or collectables. For the f inishing touch, 
switch on your bedside table lamps and hang an artwork or two above your bed if 
the space is unadorned.



bathrooms

Resist the urge to splurge on a space that people don’t spend much time in or 
prioritise during inspections. Instead, limit your styling to new white towels, a fresh 
bar of soap, a potted plant and a scented candle or aroma diffuser.

You can purchase plain f luffy bath linen for just a few dollars each from large 
department stores, and if you roll up face washers hotel-style, no-one will ever 
know how little it costs to create a look of luxury.

Empty bathroom vanities of everything you don’t use daily, hide toothbrushes and 
toiletries, and neatly corral any remaining essentials in small baskets inside your 
cupboards or drawers.

shelves & wardrobes

Potential buyers always peek inside built-in wardrobes, and the more free space 
you create, the larger they will appear. If it’s summer, pack up your winter wardrobe 
and put it in storage. Invest in some matching wooden coat hangers too for a touch 
of style.

Just remember, you don’t need to style every centimetre of your home: free space 
is a vital ingredient. For shelves, stick to your colour scheme and experiment with 
arranging vases, plants, collectables, sculptures, art, found objects and everyday 
homewares you might already own, such as scented candles or decorative bowls.



your styling checklist

follow this checklist to get the most 
out of each inspection.

Clear all clutter and personal effects, especially photographs and valuables

Sweep the entrance and outside areas, weed the garden, mow the lawn (this 
is best done a day or two beforehand) and shake outdoor mats

Change the water in all vases of f lowers

Water plants inside and out

Turn on all lights and lamps inside and out

Light any candles or switch LED candles onto ‘f licker’ mode

Angle shutters to let in the most light or open curtains and blinds

If it’s cool, turn on your heaters or light a f ire; if it’s warm, switch on your 
air conditioning

Play soft, ambient music throughout your rooms or, if you have digital 
speakers, share your wif i details with your real estate agent so they can play 
a customised playlist

Flip over the reeds in aromatic diffusers to refresh the fragrance

Empty the bins

Arrange and plump up cushions on your couch and cast a throw over any 
worn patches

Dress up beds with textured throws, cushions and fresh bed linen

Put fresh towels in bathrooms (to save time, keep new towels rolled up in 
a box and pull them out before each inspection)

Flush and clean all toilets and put the seats down

Wipe water from all showers, baths, benchtops and sinks

If a mess of objects materialises at the last minute, load everything into a 
large suitcase and wheel it out the door when you leave before the inspection. 
Make sure your real estate agent knows which candles to blow out if they’re 
locking up after the inspection. Round up any pets if they’re still on-site, 
lock up the house and give your real estate agent keys and electronic swipe 
passes to front, back, side, balcony and garage doors. 
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